OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD €, MANN
ATTORNKY GENERAL

State Board of Arochitectural Examiners

Burt Building
Dellas, Texas , /\

Gentlemen: Attention: Nr. 'rho\\.

April 19, 1940, requesting the/ op
upon the following question:

"Requests have come\ to s Bdard from a
rubber stamp on :
pression Seal
structed them

s94l, suc
app ovéd vy thenBoard of Architectural Examiners,?
cal metter it would be wise to inter-
tHis case to include a rubber stamp.

Sedtion 10 of Apticle 2498, Vernon's Annotated
Civil Statutes, reads as follows:

"Section 10. Every rsgistered architect
shall obtain and keep & seal, such ag is author-
ized, presoribed, end approved by the Board of-
Architeotural Exeminers, with which he or she
shall stamp all drewings or specifiocations issued
from his or her office for use in this Stats.
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The desizn of the seal shall be the seme as that
to be used by the Board of Ancritectural Examiners
as provided for in Seetion 3 of this Act, except
that it shall bvear the words 'Reglstered Anch’tect,
State of Texas, instead of ‘'Texas Board of Arch-
tecturel Zxaminers.'"

At common law, & "seal"™ was an impression on wax or
some other tenacious substance capable of receiving and re-
teining en impression. English v. Helms, 4 Tex. 228. Insofar
es crivate seals are uged at all, the use of wax or other ad-
hesive substances has never been recuired in Texas; a mere
seroll with the word "seal" written on it 1s recognized as a
sufficient seml, Muckelroy v. Bethany, 23 Tex. 163; Fleming v.
Powell, 2 Tex., 225. The only requisite of a public gesl 1is
that it contelin enough toc show its of ficlel character and that
it meke a clear and distinetive impression, 24 R. C. L. 694.

It is to ve noted that under Section 10 the sesl to
be used by registered architects is to be suthorized, pre-
scrided, and approved by the Board of Architectural Examiners.
The only qualificetion upon their administretive discretion is
that the désign of the sesl shall be the seame as that used by
the Board itself except that it shall bear the words "Registered
Architect, State of Texas", instead of "Texas Board of Archi-
tectural Exeminers®”. With this quelificetion we believe that
the form of the sesl is entirely a matter within the adminis-
trative judgment of the State Beard of Architectursl Examinery
end it may if {t so0 desires allow architeots to use a rubber
stamp on thelir plans in lieu of the imrression seesl which the
Board has heretofore instructed them to use.

Yours very truly

ATTORNTY GENERAL OF TEXAS
APFROVED JUN 21, 1940

(s) Gerald ¢. Mann 5
¥
ATTORNTY GENERAL OF TEYAS (s) ¥alter R. Koch
Assistent

By
{g) James D. Smullen
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APTROVED OPINION COMMITTEE
By B.W.B. Chi¢irman



